


6. HOT STUFF

Running 24 hours a day, the
furnace averages a sweltering
1,350° C (2,450° F). As you
can imagine, scarfs and par-
kas are not popular working
attire. All the artists tend to
strip down to short sleeves
in the heat, and the doors

to the vast, barn-like room
remain open to let in gusts
of the cool outside air. Just
be grateful you're not the
one stuck with the electricity
bill each month.

7. OODLES OF COLOURS
They look good enough to eat,
but these colourful goodies
would be hard on the teeth.
Called frit, the tall, slender
pieces of coloured glass become
thin, delicate decorations once
fused to the outside of a vase
or bowl.

8. CHOP CHOP Brian Spence dem-
onstrates how to use a cane cutter.
Much goes on behind the scenes to
get everything ready for the artists,
and they have to work collabora-
tively, especially on larger pieces. All
the artists work their way up through
the ranks to achieve a coveted spot at
a glory hole, progressing from paper-

weights to vases in the process.

9. BITS AND PIECES

Bits of glass, called threads or canes,
are chopped with a cane cutter and
ultimately become patterns on the
outsides of vases and bowls.
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10. ALL DONE
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